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safe to say that Wisconsin already has the greatest historical col- 
lection west of the Alleghenies, and certainly one of the greatest in 
America, the envy, far and wide, of our sister commonwealths. This 
has been brought about by the cooperation and efforts of hundreds: 
of individuals. Let each reader do whatever may be in his power to 
develop further the collection already so splendidly begun. 

M. M. QlTAIFE. 

A DRAMATIC REUNION 

In the Civil War members of the same family were often found 
fighting in the ranks of the opposing armies. So, too, in the present 
war it is inevitable that many of our soldiers who go to Europe to 
fight in Democracy's battle have kinsmen fighting in the ranks 
of the foe. The story of how one Wisconsin soldier thus found his 
brother in the midst of a bayonet charge we give on the authority 
of the Kenosha News for July 30, 1918. Surfeited by the horrors 
of the world war, it is exceedingly pleasant to come in real life upon 
such an event as befell Frank Hormac, of Kenosha. 

" 'Stop, Brother !' a man shouted as Frank Hormac went over 
the top in the charge of the Italians and the allies in one of the 
first offensives of the Austrians in Italy. Frank Hormac, wearing 
the uniform of a United States regular, drew back a minute, lowered 
the menacing gun and bayonet, and a second later the charge went 
on while the two brothers were in each other's arms. 

"The brother who had been left in Austria years ago, had been 
called for service in the Austrian army. His relatives in Kenosha 
had heard little from him since the breaking out of the war and 
he had not been advised that his brother in Kenosha was fighting 
with the Americans. 

"Frank Hormac, former employee of the tannery here, had been 
one of the first men in Kenosha to go into the United States regular 
army after the breaking out of the war. His company was one of the 
first to be sent to the European battle-fields and it was brigaded 
with one of the French units and with this unit sent out to aid the 
gallant Italians when the Austrians made the first great drive into 
Italy. 
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"According to the letter received from the Kenosha soldier, the 
fighting had been bitter along a long line. Austrian and allied 
troops had been repeatedly caught in the charges over No Man's 
Land and finally the little American unit was called to take its place 
in the front line of the battle. With the order to 'charge' Hormac 
was one of the first men to go over. His bayonet was lifted to strike 
when the gleam of recognition passed over the face of the weathered 
Austrian soldier in front of him and Frank Hormac heard the call 
'Stop, Brother!' It was a call of surrender, but a call of kinship 
and the Kenosha man at once recognized it. 

"Hormac promptly took his brother and he was taken to the 
rear where the allied ranks had pitched their camp. He expressed 
a willingness to leave the Austrian army and gave the American unit 
valuable information as to the location of the Austrian divisions. 
Later the Americans and French, working on the information which 
had been given by the Austrian brother of the Kenosha soldier, made 
their way behind the Austrian's lines under his guidance and 
captured one large gun, fifty machine guns, and more than two 
hundred hand grenades. 

"Frank and John Hormac are now united somewhere back of 
the Italian lines along the Piave. The brother, who wore an Austrian 
uniform until he met his brother from America in the charge, is now 
a noncombatant while Frank Hormac is still fighting with his Ameri- 
can comrades. Sometime when the Huns have been driven back the 
two brothers are coming back to America." 

WISCONSIN HOME GUARDS DURING THE CIVIL WAR* 

The movement that is spreading throughout Wisconsin to organ- 
ize home guard units finds many precedents during the Civil War. 
When President Lincoln called upon the northern states for their 
organized militia in April, 1861, Wisconsin was asked to furnish only 
one regiment for immediate service. This came as a severe disap- 
pointment to our patriotic leaders, and Governor Randall at once 
sent a dispatch to the Secretary of War, Simon Cameron, urging 
him to accept additional units from this frontier state. He predicted 

1 Prepared for the State Council of Defense by John W. Oliver, of the 
editorial staff of the Wisconsin Historical Library. 



